
Transmission Siting & 

Renewable Energy in Montana



Partners

 Madison County – cooperating agency for MSTI

 Sonoran Institute

 Craighead Institute

 Future West

 Renewable Northwest Project

 Western Environmental Law Center

 Headwaters Economics

 Photo Science



Project Goals

 Overarching:

 Demonstrate a Smart from the Start approach for 

transmission siting that balances renewable energy 

generation and associated transmission with the 

protection of  community values, the local economy, 

and the environment.

 Provide a greater context and a framework for 

transmission siting by discussing renewable energy 

development and transmission grid constraints.



Project Goals

 Site-Specific

 Provide the best available data and information to Madison 
County so they can make informed comments on the MSTI 
routing alternatives as well as any future line that may be 
proposed through the county.

 Provide a 3rd party assessment of  the siting process and routing 
alternatives with a focus on community values.

 Provide a proof  of  concept of  the EPRI Siting Methodology to 
improve transparency and provide a clear framework for 
stakeholder input and value weighting.



Task: Siting Methodology



Task: Develop Montana Model

Work in Progress

 Recreation

 Hunting and fishing

 Wildlife

 Agriculture

 Economy

 Cultural

 Lewis and Clark Trail

 State camping areas



Task: Siting Methodology



Task: Siting Methodology

 Note of  caution: this is a proof  of  concept and only one tool for input.



Tasks: Outreach

 Adjacent counties: Beaverhead, Clark (ID), Silver Bow

 Groups: Henry’s Fork Challenge

 BLM

 Northwestern

 MOVE MSTI

 MSU



Task: Economic Analysis

 Revenue generation for counties

 Overall economic policy framework for both transmission 

and wind energy

 Land value impact analysis



Work Products

 Powerpoint presentation for outreach to stakeholders and 

interested companies

 Appendix of  information used, assumptions, and brief  report

 BMPs and siting guidelines

 Possible Recommendations

 Statewide stakeholder process 

 Economic – revenue sources

 Exploration of  wind energy industry in MT and ways to provide 

support for wind that is sited in a Smart from the Start approach



Opportunities

 Draft MT model for future use and recalibration at the macro or routing level

 Mirror WECC SPSG/EDTF process at the regional scale as a pilot, 
including the WGA Wildlife Corridor Initiative

 March 1st Georgia stakeholder workshop to recalibrate the EPRI-GTC Siting
Model

 Raise awareness of  the connection between wind energy development and 
the need for Transmission

 3rd Party assessment and input could provide validation in certain instances

 Introduction of  Smart from the Start concept into public discourse
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 digiorgio@westernlaw.org

mailto:digiorgio@westernlaw.org

